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Hegel’s Criticism of the Christian Religion and his Idea of
“folk religion” in Bern ‘

Keiji SAYAMA

During his stay as a private tutor in Bern (1793-96), Hegel attempted to draw up
anew conceptionofa “folk religion (Volksreligion)” through a critical and historical
investigation of the Christian religion. His idea of a folk religion was inspired perhaps
by Rousseau’s “religion civile” in “On Social Contract”. This new religion should
be a folk religion that makes impression on heart and imagination of the people. At
the same time it should educate and lead the people morally.

In his critical study in religion Hegel leaned on Kant’s moral philosophy and
rational view on religion on the one hand. Thus he found the essence of religion
in morality and criticized the Christian belief based on the authority of Jesus as
the Messiah or of the Christian church. According to Hegel, such a belief is a
“positive” in which the moral heteronomy shows itself. On the other hand, he
took the ancient polis religion as a historical model of the folk religion, because
that religion had shaped the whole life of all citizens.

The young Hegel opposed two concepts of religion (Kantian moral religion
and ancient polis religion) and two corresponding concepts of freedom (Kantian
subjective autonomy and collective polis autonomy) to the “positivity” of the
Christian religion. However, he seems to have paid little attention to the question,
to what extent the Kantian modern subjectivism can be united with the ethical
collectivism in the ancient polis.At the end of the Bern period he noticed difficulties
of his attempt, and later tried to overcome his Kantianism with the help of his

friend Hélderlin in Frankfurt.
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method into question. In this paper I concentrated upon the latter, particularly

upon Kant’s thesis, that philosophers may apply teleological principles to fields

where experiential knowledge is lacking. Because these principles are the out-

come of speculation by philosophers like Kant, the assumptions of “Inside” of
the European Enlightenment have dominated the interpretation of the “Out-
side”. 1tentatively conclude, that “Eurocentralism” is both the product of tele-

ology and its methodology.

HEBBEWHE No. 27 2003




215 @ (EXUH

The German Enlightenment and “Inside”

Masaki BAN

At the 25th annual meeting of our society, “Symposium I” took place on “En-
lightenment and Outside”. The discussion depended on the dual structure of the
concept “Outside", namely geographic “Outside” and uncultivated parts of
European society as inner “Outside”. The symposium concluded with an inter-
esting interpretation of The Enlightenment, that the universal tendency of Euro-
peans was not the appearance of so-called “Eurocentralism”. Rather, using the
various cultures of the geographic “Outside”, Europeans reflected on themselves
and criticized the inner “Outside”.

In this paper I will ask about the historical philosophy of Kant, and whether
the formulation of “SymposiumI” applies to the German Enlightenment. Kant
treated the geographic “Outside” within his “Naturgeschichte” (natural history),
and the perfect civilization of Europe within his “Weltgeschichte” (world history).
In both histories, the teleology of mankind is important. On the one hand, not
everything in the natural history can be known experientially, so that the un-
known parts of natural history, including the creation of different racial types,
- must be explained by insight based on reason. On the other hand, the progress
of world history can only be predicted by transcendental philosophy. Teleology
1s the link between the two kinds of history.

Concerning teleology, Kant debated with both Herder and Georg Forster.

While Herder criticized Kant's teleology itself, Forster put Kant’s transcendental
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In 1925, Ishikawa published the work “Hishinkaron to Jinsei” {Antievolutionism
and Life]. In this work, he stated the doubtful points of the theory of evolution
and proposed the social reform based on “Ninjo”, humanity in Japanese. Ishikawa
defined the word “Ninjo” as an unchangeable and universal in mankind. This
proposal led him to accomplish the theory of ideal society early in the 19305, which
aimed to pursuit a commensal society.

In conclusion, it became clear that Ishikawa had proposed his antievolutionism
with thinking the reform of society in mind, and this proposal had taken an important
position in the process of building up his original theory of ideal society. His proposal
for social reform may help today’s social movements which try to find a way to

actualize commensal society in the future.
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The Antievolutionism in the thoughts of Sanshird Ishikawa :
A Pursuit of Commensal Society

Taku NISHIYAMA

Sanshiré Ishikawa (1876-1956) started to be involved in a peace movement
during the Russo-Japanese War, and then committed himself in other social
movements such as consumer co-operative movement, peasant movement and
syndicalistic movement. He also left many criticisms of various topics concerning
politics, economy, education, religion, history and so on. Among them, he
raised objection to the evolutionism since 1923. It was called “Hishinkaron ”
(Antievolutionism] by him.

Up to now, the studies on Ishikawa have concentrated upon “Dominseikaturon”
(A theory concerning the life of tiller of the earth ], though his antievolutionism
was also proposed during the important period in his life. Therefore it seems
that the observation about his antievolutionism needs to be practiced. In this paper,
I examined the position of Ishikawa’s antievolutionism in Japanese modern his-
tory, the feature of his logic and a relevancy to his original theory of ideal society.

In the process of modernization of Japan, the evolutionism was regarded as
the vanguard of Western knowledge and a lot of intellectuals paid attention to it.
What was peculiar in Japan was that the evolutionism was accepted as the social
evolutionism rather than as the theory of biology. Even socialists took note of
the idea of social evolutionism, as they thought it was useful for explaining
changes in society. They groped for the ideal society by adapting it. It was under

this circumstance that Ishikawa wholly raised objections against the evolutionism.




rationality and intensities of being.

However, Hardt’s logic fundamentally depends on Deleuze’s interpretation of
Spinoza, which is the very core of the political philosophy of Deleuze himself.
Therefore, is Deleuze’s political thought concerning the mulutitido consistent
with Negri’s? Negri often speaks of the value of love in the critical part of his
texts, whereas Deleuze seldom does, or rather proposes to “stop loving” because
love forms subjects and objects that obstruct real flows or vital physical connections
within Nature. The difference might lead to quite different political consequences
of the practices in the multitudo.

The problem of the multitudo is deeply relevant to that of democracy formulated
by Spinoza as omnino absolutum tmperium (completely absolute form of government) .
What is such a democracy? What is needed for us to construct productive social

associations? —— These questions lie before us now as ever.
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Crises and ethical elements in the multitudo

Toshiya ASANO

Antonio Negri and Michael Hardt, who are the coauthors of Empire (2000),
propose that we need to adopt a new concept as a political subject in the globalized
world : the multitude (multitudo) —— which is the key element of Spinoza’s
political thinking, especially concerning democracy. Certainly, the concept still
seems to have abundant possibilities, but, infact, involves some serious crises:
confrontations, hostility and mutual destruction among its members.

In some essential papers, they try to show to overcome the negative elements
in the mudtitudo,but with regard to the logic of the social constitution in the multitudo,
there seem to be some distinctions between the two. To construct a cooperative
relationship in the multitudo, Negri insists that pietas (morality) and amor (love)
are needed for the subjects, while, to achieve the same objective, Hardt requires
only the joyful passions and the formation of notiones communes (common notions)
and does not resort to moral or transcendent values.

Are they contradictory in spite of being in such close cooperation? The apparent
contradiction can be solved if we carefully examine Spinoza’s concepts. He
defines piefas as the desire to do good according to the guidance of reason, and
amor as joyful passion. The desire, joy and reason in Spinoza’s philosophy are the
immanent process of being, and therefore, have no connotation of transcendence.

Consequently, as far as Negri uses these concepts according to Spinoza’s terminology,

his logic does not contradict Hardt’s because both only express the physical
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oppressive conceptual-framework, and therefore ecofeminist-philosophers try

to listen to various voices of “Others”, and to weave quilt-theories.
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A Modern Perspective of “Women, the Body, and Nature”

Mutsuko KAWAKAMI

The purpose of this paper is to examine the modern perspective of female
body and nature, and to research the teaching methods of Women-problems. In
considering of two purposes we deal with two theories by Barbara Duden and
ecofeminist philosophers. These theories regard the problems of the body and
nature as most important when we considering problems of women.

Duden focuses on the problems of female body in reproduction. Her theory of
the female body is established within a larger study of body-history, anditis her
opinion that concept of the body tied to history. In her theory the modern female
body has become a representation-space by scientific technique. But now women
have sensibilities of internal-nature of the body through many experiences including
pregnancy, abortion and menstruation. Duden think it important in our university
education that we listen to the faint voices of our internal-nature of the body.

Another perspective was proposed by a new ecofeminism-theory in the nine-
teen-nineties. This theory is a trial of ecofeminist philosophers Warren, Cheney,
and Buedge. Ecofeminist philosophers reconsider the problem of connection
with women-domination and nature-domination in modernity. They tried to over-
come the modern-dualistic and essentialistic conception of nature which eco-
feminism-theories in the past had. Warren’s construction of ecofeminist-philosophy,

based on “women- other human Others- nature interconnections”, also refers

to environmental interconnections. But in our time this interconnection has an
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desire inside out, But if we want to reach a realm of the beauty, we must be

free from our desire”. For Onisi, the desire is the subjective violence to the

other. Only man desires the nude of woman. So he needs to cool down the desire,

Then Onisi notices a role of the eyes to control the desire. Only the sense of
sight can be far away from the everyday life, and reach to a realm of the beauty.

Now he can state the new mapping of body as the eye-centrism,
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A new mapping of the eyes and body : on the texts of
Onisi Hajime in the twenties of the Meiji era

Mizuhisa SHIMIZU

Atthe Meiji era, the most of Japanese ordinary values were changed. Particularly
intheart scene, the artists and the aestheticians faced the Renaissance perspective
that constructed a geometrical space. This perspective was different from the
previous Japanese perspective, They were shocked and enamored by it, so to
correspond with it, they must changed their sense of sight and re-mapped their
body images, because the eyes were deeply connected with the body (On the
contrary, people separated one eye from the body in the Renaissance perspective) .
In this paper, Iwant to explore how the aestheticians received this changing of
the sense of sight, and how they re-mapped the body images newly. So I take
the texts of Onisi Hajime who developed his critical theory about the beauty and
the sense of the body at the twenties of the Meiji era. He died very young (age
36), so he could not completed his own aesthetics, and his texts were even
fragmentary. Butinthese fragments we can see that his thought is very important
and influential even today. So, to examine these fragmental texts, and refine
his central problem, we will find how he mapped the sense of body. In his early
texts, standing in pacifism, he wants to construct his aesthetics against the
rising of modern nationalism, but he does not concern with the sense of body
certainly. But latterly he faces the nude of a woman, a painting by Kuroda Seiki,
then he ought to think about the desire inside the body in the life world. He says

that “the audiences want to touch the body in a painting, then they release the
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